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The Party culture has indeed 
rendered distinguished service 
in helping the CCP to win power 
and control over society. Like its 
army, prisons, and police force, 
the Party culture is also a machine 
of violence, which provides a dif-
ferent kind of brutality—cultural 
brutality. 

This cultural brutality, by de-
stroying 5,000 years of traditional 
culture, has diminished the will 
of the people, and undermined 
the cohesiveness of the Chinese 
nationality. 

Today, many Chinese are ab-
solutely ignorant of the essence 
of traditional culture. Some even 
equate the 50 years of Party cul-
ture to the 5,000 years of Chinese 

traditional culture. This is a sor-
rowful thing for the Chinese peo-
ple. Many do not realize that in 
opposing the so-called traditional 
culture, they are in fact against the 
Party culture of the CCP, not the 
real traditional culture of China. 

Many people hope to replace 
the current Chinese system with 
the Western democratic system. 
In reality, Western democracy 
has also been established on a cul-
tural basis, notably that of Chris-
tianity, which, holding that “eve-
ryone is equal in the eyes of God,” 
thus respects human nature and 
human choices. How could the 
despotic, inhuman Party culture 
of the CCP be used as the foun-
dation for a Western-style demo-
cratic system? 

Conclusion
China started to deviate from 

its traditional culture in the Song 
Dynasty (A.D. 960–1279), and 
that culture has experienced con-
stant depredation ever since. Af-
ter the May Fourth Movement 

of 1919,i  some intellectuals who 
were eager for quick success and 
instant benefit attempted to find 
a path for China by turning away 
from the traditional culture to-
ward Western civilization. 

Still, conflicts and changes in 
the cultural domain remained 
a focus of academic contention 
without the involvement of state 
forces. When the CCP came into 
existence, however, it elevated cul-
tural conflicts to a matter of life-
and-death struggle for the Party. 
So the CCP began to exercise a 
direct assault on traditional cul-
ture, using destructive means as 
well as indirect abuse in the form 
of “adopting the dross and reject-
ing the essence.” 

The destruction of the national 
culture was also the process of es-
tablishing the Party culture. The 
CCP subverted human conscience 
and moral judgment, thus driving 
people to turn their backs on tra-
ditional culture. If the national 
culture is completely destroyed, 
the essence of the nation will dis-

appear with it, leaving only an 
empty name for the nation. This 
is not an exaggerated warning. 

At the same time, the destruc-
tion of the traditional culture has 
brought us unexpected physical 
damage. 

Traditional culture values the 
unity of heaven and humans and 
harmonious co-existence between 
humans and nature. The CCP has 
declared endless joy from fighting 
with heaven and earth. This cul-
ture of the CCP has led directly 
to the serious degradation of the 
natural environment that plagues 
China today. 

Take water resources for ex-
ample. The Chinese people, hav-
ing abandoned the traditional 
value that “a nobleman treasures 
wealth, but he makes fortune in a 
decent way,” have wantonly rav-
aged and polluted the natural en-
vironment. Currently, more than 
75 percent of the 50,000 kilom-
eters (30,000 miles) of China’s riv-
ers are unsuitable for fish habitat. 
Over one-third of the groundwa-

ter had been polluted even a dec-
ade ago, and now the situation 
continues to worsen. 

A spectacle of a strange kind 
occurred at the Huaihe River: A 
little child playing in the oil-filled 
river created a spark that, upon 
striking the surface of the river, lit 
a flame five meters (16 feet) high. 
As the fire surged into the air, 
more than 10 willow trees in the 
vicinity were burnt to a crisp.ii

One can easily see that it is im-
possible for those who drink such 
water not to develop cancer or 
other strange diseases. Other en-
vironmental problems, such as 
desertification and salinization in 
Northwest China and industrial 
pollution in developed regions, 
are all related to society’s loss of 
respect for nature. 

iThe May Fourth Movement was 
the first mass movement in modern 
Chinese history, beginning on May 
4, 1919.

iiChen Guili, “Warning of 
Huaihe River” (1995).

Inspired by the ‘Nine Commentaries,’ 
as of 21:26 EST, April 1st, 2009

52,122,220
Chinese people have announced
their intentions to quit the Chinese 
Communist Party and its affiliated 
organizations on a special Web site 
established by The Epoch Times. 
Many others, unable to break through 
the Chinese Internet blockade, have 
posted their withdrawal statements 
on poles or buildings. Others have 
written them on Chinese currency.
Read recent statements of Chinese 
quitting the Party, the latest news 
on the “Nine Commentaries,” and 
more at

http://www.NineCommentaries.com
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The Epoch Times Not again, please!
By Nelson Taylor

On February 26, 2009 the Miami 
Herald (Spanish version) reported 
that the U.S. recommends seek-
ing ‘constructive engagement’ with 
Cuba. It seems that, once more, bu-
reaucrats will ignore the mistakes 
of the recent past.

It could be prudent to ask: has 
policy of constructive engagement, 
anywhere, ever worked?

Constructive engagement has 
been used as an official policy be-
tween Canada and Cuba for over 
15 years now. What has this en-
deavour accomplished? The short 
answer is: 800,000 Canadian tour-
ists per year, billions of dollars in 
investments, and hundreds of mil-
lions in annual trade between Cuba 
and Canada (which is Cuba’s sec-
ond largest import partner). All 
these “achievements” did not stop 
the Castro regime from implement-

ing the crackdown on dissidents 
during the infamous Black Spring 
of 2003 and committing all sorts of 
other human rights violations.

For those naive enough to be-
lieve that such a policy will make 
the Castro brothers change, I would 
ask: Since when is a tourist inter-
ested in debating politics? What 
can an American say to a Cuban to 
help him see how bad his situation 
really is that hasn’t already been 
said by a Canadian tourist? That 
Cuban, by the way, is forbidden by 
law to interact with foreigners.

We know what those millions of 
“agents of change” are searching for 
when they overflow Cuban beaches 
every year. They go for cheap sex 
and all-inclusive bargain vacations.

Totalitarian (communist) re-
gimes are by nature unaccount-
able, secretive, and controlling. In 
a transaction with a free and open 
society, they have nothing to of-

fer and everything to gain. It has 
been recently known that Sher-
ritt and Pebercan, two Canadian-
based multinationals, are paying 
the price of doing business with 
the Castro brothers, who declared 
that they are unable to fulfill their 
financial commitments to Canada. 
Why would American companies 
be treated any differently when the 
only barrier left (access to credit) is 
lifted?

Eventually, as always, the plight 
of the Cuban people will continue 
to be ignored and they will still try 
to escape the tropical hell, because 
there can never be a construc-
tive dialogue between cancer and 
chemotherapy.

This article was originally pub-
lished on Mr. Taylor’s blog (in Eng-
lish and Spanish) on 26 February, 
2009 esquimal-desde-Canada.blog-
spot .

Developing world feels second shockwave

By Michael T. Klare

While the economic contraction is 
apparently slowing in the advanced 
industrial countries and may reach 
bottom in the not-too-distant future, 
it’s only beginning to gain momen-
tum in the developing world, which 
was spared the earliest effects of the 
global meltdown. 

Because the crisis was largely pre-
cipitated by a collapse of the housing 
market in the United States and the 
resulting disintegration of financial 
products derived from the “securiti-
zation” of questionable mortgages, 
most developing nations were unaf-
fected by the early stages of the melt-
down, for the simple reason that they 
possessed few such assets.

But now, as the wealthier nations 
cease investing in the developing 
world or acquiring its exports, the cri-
sis is hitting them with a vengeance. 
On top of this, conditions are deterio-
rating at a time when severe drought 
is affecting many key food-produc-
ing regions and poor farmers lack the 
wherewithal to buy seeds, fertilizers, 
and fuel.

The likely result: A looming food 
crisis in many areas hit hardest by the 
global economic meltdown.

Until now, concern over the hu-
man impact of the global crisis has 
largely been focused—understand-
ably so—on unemployment and eco-
nomic hardship in the United States, 
Europe, and former Soviet Union. 
Many stories have appeared on the 
devastating impact of plant closings, 
bankruptcies, and home foreclosures 
on families and communities in these 
parts of the world. 

Much less coverage has been de-
voted to the meltdown’s impact on 
people in the developing world. As 
the crisis spreads to the poorer coun-
tries, however, it’s likely that people in 
these areas will experience hardships 
every bit as severe as those in the 
wealthier countries—and, in many 
cases, far worse.

The greatest worry is that most of 
the gains achieved in eradicating pov-

erty over the last decade or so will be 
wiped out, forcing tens or hundreds 
of millions of people from the work-
ing class and the lower rungs of the 
middle class back into the penury 
from which they escaped. 

Sinking back into penury
In late February, the World Bank 

staff prepared a background paper 
for the Group of 20 (G-20) finance 
ministers meeting held near London 
on March 13 and 14. Entitled “Swim-
ming Against the Tide: How Devel-
oping Countries Are Coping with the 
Global Crisis,” it provides a prelimi-
nary assessment of the meltdown’s 
impact on low-income countries 
(LICs). The picture, though still hazy, 
is one of deepening gloom.

“While slower to emerge,” the re-
port notes, “the impact of the crisis 
on LICs has been no less significant 
as the effects have spread through 
other channels.” For example, “many 
LIC governments rely dispropor-
tionately on revenue from commod-
ity exports, the prices of which have 
declined sharply along with global 
demand.” 

Likewise, foreign direct invest-
ment is falling, particularly in the nat-
ural resource sectors. On top of this, 
remittances from immigrants in the 
wealthier countries to their families 
back home have dropped, erasing an 
important source of income to poor 
communities.

Add all this up, and it’s likely that 
“the slowdown in growth will likely 
deepen the deprivation of the exist-
ing poor.” In many LICs, moreover, 
“large numbers of people are clus-
tered just above the poverty line and 
are therefore particularly vulnerable 
to economic volatility and temporary 
slowdowns.” 

Looming food insecurity
The spring growing season has now 

begun in many areas of the world, 
and worried agricultural experts are 
already calculating the prospects for 
food availability later this year. Their 
worries are well-founded: Last spring 
and summer, rising oil prices and 
localized food shortages led to food 
riots in Cameroon, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, 
and Senegal, among other countries.

Food prices have since fallen some-
what with the decline in petroleum 
costs, but supplies are also at risk of 
contraction due to severe drought 

in many parts of the world—hence 
the concern over food availability in 
2009.

The first assessment of food avail-
ability in 2009 is now out, and the 
prognosis is not promising. Published 
by the Food and Agricultural Organ-
ization (FAO) of the United Nations, 
the first 2009 report on “Crop Pros-
pects and Food Situation” provides 
a region-by-region overview of farm 
output around the world. 

Although some areas are expected 
to experience better-than-average har-
vests, most are not. The report’s prin-
cipal conclusion: “Early indications 
point to a reduction in global cereal 
output in 2009 [over 2008]. Smaller 
plantings and/or adverse weather 
look likely to bring grain production 
down in most of the world.”

The report’s most significant find-
ings are to be found in its overviews 
of the various growing regions, where 
two key areas—Asia and South 
America—are at particular risk be-
cause of mounting water scarcity.

In Asia, the report indicated, “se-
vere drought is reported in Northern 
and Western China, where precipita-
tion levels have been registered at 70-
90 percent below normal.” Some 9.5 
million hectares (23.5 million acres) 
of winter wheat—44 percent of the 
total area planted—are reported to 
be seriously affected in the Hebei, 
Shandong, Henan, Shanxi, Anhai, 
Shaanxi, and Gansu provinces. 

The winter wheat prospects are 
considered somewhat better in In-
dia, but there, too, rainfall has been 
scarce in recent months, “with 30 of 
the 36 meteorological subdivisions 
reporting significantly below-normal 
rainfall.” 

Put this together, and it appears 
that cereal production in the world’s 
two most populous nations could be 
substantially lower in 2009 than in 
previous years. The resulting rise in 
grain imports will push up market 
prices around the world.

The wealthier nations have experi-
enced only the first shockwave from 
the global economic crisis. The ef-
fects of the second shockwave—on 
the world’s less-developed nations—
have yet to be felt.

Michael T. Klare is a professor of 
peace and world security studies at 
Hampshire College. The full version 
of this article is available on: Foreign 
Policy In Focus, www.fpif.org.

United States funding 
forced abortions in China
By REGGIE GARCIA LITTLEJOHN

You are funding forced abortions 
in China. So am I. Not only elective 
abortions. Forced abortions. 

It doesn’t matter whether you are 
pro-life or pro-choice on this issue. No 
one can support forced abortion be-
cause it is not a choice. 

What do I mean by “forced abor-
tions”?  Here are a couple of examples 
from the U.S. Department of State 
China Report, released on Feb. 25: “In 
March [2008] family planning officials 
in Henan Province reportedly forci-
bly detained a 23-year-old unmarried 
woman who was seven months preg-
nant. Officials reportedly tied her to 
a bed, induced labor, and killed the 
newborn upon delivery. 

“In April [2008] population-plan-
ning officials in Shandong Province 
reportedly detained and beat the sis-
ter of a woman who had illegally con-
ceived a second child in an attempt 
to compel the woman to undergo an 
abortion.” 

According to the Congressional-Ex-
ecutive Commission on China report, 
released on Oct. 31, 2008, “Violators 
of the [one-child] policy are routinely 
punished with exorbitant fines, and in 
some cases, subjected to forced sterili-
zation, forced abortion, arbitrary de-
tention, and torture.” 

In my opinion, systematic use of 
forced abortion is a crime against hu-
manity. And now, you and I will be 
footing the bill. 

Just this month, Congress quietly 
passed $50 million in funding for 
UNFPA, the United Nations Family 
Planning Fund. The bill includes lan-
guage that voids Kemp-Kasten, which 
for 23 years has stood to prevent U.S. 
dollars from funding coercive family 
planning. 

The United States cut off funding 
UNFPA in 2001 because an investi-
gation, headed by then Secretary of 
State Colin Powell, found that UN-
FPA was complicit with the Chinese 
Family Planning officials in coercive 
implementation of China’s One-Child 
Policy. 

According to our own State De-
partment, as well as Amnesty Inter-
national, China Aid and others, the 
implementation of China’s One-Child 
Policy remains coercive. 

Why must we fund forced abortion 
with our tax dollars?

Not only are women dragged out 
of their homes screaming and plead-
ing in “family planning raids,” but the 
One-Child Policy has also led to many 
other serious human rights violations. 
I’ll name just three.

Gendercide
Because of the traditional preference 

for boys, most of the aborted babies are 
girls. There are 120 boys born for every 
100 girls born in China, and in some ar-
eas the number is as high as 130 boys 
born for every 100 girls. 

Since the One-Child Policy was in-
stituted in 1978, 400 million births—
greater than the entire population of 
the United States—have been “pre-
vented.” You could say that an entire 
nation of women is not living in China 
today because they were selectively 
aborted before they were born. This is 
gendercide.

Human trafficking and sexual slavery
Because of abortion, abandonment, 

and infanticide of baby girls, there are 
an estimated 30 million Chinese men 
who will never marry because they 
cannot find wives. This gender imbal-
ance is a powerful, driving force behind 
trafficking in women and sexual slavery 
from nations surrounding China. 

According to the February, 2009 
State Department China Report, “Over 
the past five years, there reportedly was 
an increase in cross-border trafficking 
cases, with most trafficked women and 
girls coming from North Korea, Mon-
golia, and Vietnam. Others came from 
Burma, Laos, Russia, and Ukraine.” 

Female suicide 
According to the World Health 

Organization, China has the highest 
female suicide rate of any country in 
the world. Approximately 500 Chi-
nese women commit suicide each day. 
Forced abortion traumatizes women. 
Could this high suicide rate be related 
to forced abortion?   

And now, our taxpayer dollars will 
subsidize forced abortion in China. 
Think about that when you write your 
check to Uncle Sam on April 15. Then 
let President Obama and your con-
gressional representatives know what 
you think. If there’s enough of an out-
cry, Congress can pass an amendment 
blocking our UNFPA funding from 
going to nations that practice coercive 
family planning. China should be ex-
cluded from UNFPA funding.

It has often been said, “America is 
great because she is good, and if Amer-
ica ever ceases to be good, she will 
cease to be great.” May we not lose our 
goodness, and hence our greatness as a 
nation, by funding forced abortions in 
China.  

Reggie Littlejohn serves as an expert 
on China's One-Child Policy for Human 
Rights Without Frontiers, in Belgium, as 
well as the China Aid Association. 

ONE CHILD: A Chinese village woman carries her grandson on her back in the 
town of Shapi, in southern China’s Guangxi region. Residents in the nearby 
county of Bobai exploded in riots on May 18–19, 2007, after family-planning 
work teams descended on townships here. Goh Chai Hin/AFP/Getty Images

Financial crisis 
has world-wide 
implications


