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For the first few years after 

the introduction of Falun Gong, 
Li Hongzhi was granted several 
awards by Chinese governmen-
tal organizations and the practice 
spread widely, largely by word of 
mouth.

However, in July of 1999, Chi-
na’s Communist Party launched an 
unlawful campaign of arrests, vio-
lence, and hate propaganda with 
the intent of “eradicating” the apo-
litical practice.

Thus began a large-scale perse-
cution that continues today.

In Toronto, city councilor 
Michael Walker said Falun Dafa 
Day is a “day of mixed emotions.”

“On one hand, we are here today 
to protest 10 years of persecution 
and the denial of civil rights. On 
the other hand, we are here to cele-
brate the enduring spirit of millions 
of people who believe that this of-
fensive activity has no place in our 
lives … and no place in our world.”

Mr. Walker noted that when 
Falun Dafa was introduced in 
1992, it represented a practice that 
was peaceful and without political 
intent. He called on the Chinese au-

thorities to abandon their flagrant 
abuses of human rights … and to 
grant the freedoms to which all 
law abiding people throughout our 
world are entitled.”

“On one hand, we are 
here today to protest 
10 years of persecution 
and the denial of civil 
rights. On the other 
hand, we are here to 
celebrate the enduring 
spirit of millions of 
people who believe that 
this offensive activity 
has no place in our 
lives … and no place in 
our world.”

Joel Chipkar, director of the 
Falun Dafa Association of Can-
ada, thanked “the hundreds of 

thousands of Canadians who have 
stood up to support Falun Gong by 
signing petitions and writing letters 
to urge our Canadian government 
to help stop the persecution.” 

Foreign Affairs Minister Law-
rence Cannon, currently on a visit 
to China, told The Epoch Times 
today that “Canada’s concerns over 
human rights, including individual 
cases, are raised at senior levels at 
every appropriate opportunity.”

“We consistently call on the Chi-
nese government to protect the 
rights to freedom of expression, as-
sociation and spiritual belief of all 
Chinese citizens, including Falun 
Gong practitioners,” he said.

Each year in May, many city 
councils grant proclamations de-
claring the benefits that practising 
Falun Gong and living a healthy 
lifestyle can bring to a society. 

Michel Bellemare, Acting Mayor 
of Ottawa, proclaimed May 13, 
2009 as Falun Dafa Day in the 
City of Ottawa, and “in issuing this 
proclamation, commend those who 
take part in these activities to bring 
healthier physical, mental, and 
spiritual conditions to themselves 
and others.”

By CINDY CHAN
Epoch Times Staff

OTTAWA—It was more than a 
year ago when Member of Parlia-
ment Borys Wrzesnewskyj first in-
troduced his groundbreaking draft 
law aimed at fighting the harrowing 
underground trade in human organs 
and other body parts for transplant. 

The private member’s bill would 
make it illegal for Canadians to pur-
chase organs or body parts or ob-
tain them from unwilling victims, 
whether inside or outside Canada. 

The bill intended to address the 
exploitation of vulnerable people in 
developing countries who sell their 
organs for money, as well as prison-
ers in totalitarian regimes whose or-
gans are extracted without consent 
and sold. 

The bill died on the order paper 
when the last parliament dissolved 
and an election was called, but the 
gruesome trade is a growing global 
problem that’s as lucrative as ever. 

Last week, Mr. Wrzesnewskyj 
re-introduced Bill C-381 to crimi-
nalize this “horrific underground 
industry.”

“Stealing someone else’s life to 
save your own, just because you have 
the money—that is fundamentally 
immoral,” Mr. Wrzesnewskyj said. 

“Each one of us has been given a 
lifespan, and just because someone is 
vulnerable—they’re poor, or they’re 
in prison in totalitarian regimes that, 
through their penal system, dispose 
of conscientious objectors—it’s fun-
damentally immoral and uncon-
scionable to take another human be-
ing’s life…that’s just wrong.” 

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj said the bill is 
a very complex piece of legislation 
that sets a number of precedents and 
took a team of lawyers six months to 

draft. 
“It deals with extraterritoriality 

and crimes that are quite horrific and 
only recently possible because of evo-
lution of medical technology and the 
ability to visit any part of the world. 
At the same time, huge income dis-
parities around the world have al-
lowed those vulnerable in many 
places to be victimized in this sort of 
trafficking.”

Because this trafficking occurs 
mostly abroad, it is important to 
make it an extraterritorial offence, he 
said.

Bill C-381 places the onus on Ca-
nadian transplant recipients to cer-
tify that the organs or body parts 
they received were donated and no 
money was paid. 

This means providing a certifica-
tion program and registration proc-
ess, and requiring transplant recipi-
ents to show a certificate indicating 
they obtained the organs or body 
parts legally, no matter where in the 
world the transplant took place.

The bill also compels Canada to 
maintain a list of Canadians who 
have been legal recipients of organs 
or body parts. 

In addition, if doctors or other 
medical practitioners see a patient 
with scars indicating a transplant, 
the bill would require them by law 
to report the patient to the agency 
maintaining this list to verify that the 
patient is on the list.

The bill calls for consequences 
“equal to the horror of the crime,” 
said Mr. Wrzesnewskyj. Punishment 
ranges from a five-year minimum 
sentence to life imprisonment.

‘It’s very much necessary legislation’
Bill C-381 also stipulates that the 

government establish a list of people 
involved in this trafficking and bar 

them from entering Canada. 
“Most unnerving is it [includes] 

doctors and nurses,” Mr. Wrzes-
newskyj said.

One example is Amit Kumar, who 
lived in Brampton, Ontario and be-
came known as “Dr. Horror” last 
year after news broke alleging that he 
masterminded a kidney trafficking 
ring that bought or forcibly removed 
kidneys from some 500 farmers and 
labourers in India. 

Another story that compelled Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj to draft the bill was a 
2006-2007 report by two prominent 
Canadians detailing evidence that 
tens of thousands of Falun Gong 
practitioners had been killed by the 
Chinese regime in the process of ex-
tracting their organs for lucrative 
transplant surgeries.

Winnipeg-based international hu-
man rights lawyer David Matas, who 
co-authored the report, “Bloody 
Harvest,” with former Secretary of 
State (Asia-Pacific) David Kilgour, 
says he supports Mr. Wrzesnewskyj’s 
bill and is glad it was reintroduced. 

“It’s one of those issues that take 
persistence to get attention and to get 
the matter resolved,” he said.

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj hopes the bill 
will come up for debate, but acknowl-
edged that in the current minority 
parliament, he may get caught in the 
same situation as the last parliament, 
when the government fell before de-
bate could happen.

Mr. Matas, however, pointed to 
legislation on child sex tourism as 
an example of private member’s bills 
that never passed but whose ideas 
were later taken up by the govern-
ment on its own initiative. 

It was Mr. Kilgour who attempted 
to pass the bills without success in 
1983. They eventually became gov-
ernment bills and in 1997, Parliament 

passed Bills C-15 and C-27, allowing 
police to charge pedophiles in Can-
ada who commit sexual acts with 
children abroad.

“It’s these sorts of private initia-
tives that become precursors of fu-
ture legislation at parliament, and 
in my view, it’s very much necessary 
legislation,” Mr. Matas said.

He said people can help pass Bill 
C-381 more quickly by writing to the 
government and opposition parties 
to ask them to support it. 

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj believes the bill 
will raise awareness and “send a sig-
nal in and of itself to countries like 
China where these sorts of abuses 
have occurred.” 

“Hopefully, the very fact of the 
presence of this law on the books, 
and working its way through the 
process, will give pause to those en-
gaged in this…You’d better change 
your ways because it’s just a matter of 
time before you face consequences,” 
he said.

International consensus
A number of countries have laws 

addressing “bits and pieces” of organ 
trafficking, but nothing as complex 
and comprehensive as Bill C-381, Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj said.

The bill has already served as a 
template for similar legislation in Po-
land. A parliamentarian has also in-
troduced a similar bill in the Belgian 
parliament, said Mr. Matas.  

Canadian Blood Services (CBS) 
is the organization mandated to pro-
vide national leadership for organ 
and tissue donation and transplanta-
tion (OTDT) in Canada.  

Kimberly Young, Executive Di-
rector, Organs and Tissues, said CBS 
is focusing on increasing organ dona-
tions in Canada because “that itself 
is the best way to combat [transplant] 

tourism.”
A more informed system, she 

added, “will allow some of the checks 
and balances that we want to see.”

The overall data collection, re-
porting, tracking, and monitoring of 
OTDT practices need improvement 
across all the jurisdictions in Can-
ada, Ms. Young said. Information 
on patients receiving out-of-country 
transplants is among the data that 
are not reported in any consistent or 
timely way. 

Ms. Young pointed to the Decla-
ration of Istanbul on Organ Traffick-
ing and Transplant Tourism as a key 
international effort made to discuss 
“the way [countries] can improve our 
respective systems so we can decrease 
incidence of this issue.”

The declaration is the consensus of 
more than 150 healthcare profession-
als, officials, scientists, ethicists, and 
legal scholars from 78 countries and 
20 international organizations who 
met at the Istanbul Summit in Tur-
key from April 30 to May 2, 2008.

Among the declaration’s key prin-
ciples is the need for countries to 
implement laws “to govern the re-
covery of organs from deceased and 
living donors and the practice of 
transplantation.”

Components include “oversight 
and accountability by health author-
ities in each country to ensure trans-

parency and safety,” and “a national 
or regional registry to record deceased 
and living donor transplants.”

A July 2008 commentary in the 
leading medical journal, The Lancet, 
said the declaration “will reinforce 
the resolve of governments and in-
ternational organizations to develop 
laws and guidelines to bring an end 
to wrongful practices.” 

Prior to Istanbul, Israel’s legisla-
ture approved a new organ donation 
law in March 2008 stipulating that 
brokering sales of organs in Israel or 
overseas is a criminal offence.

To stop Mainland Chinese and 
Taiwanese doctors from brokering 
Taiwanese patients’ organ trans-
plants in China, in October 2007 the 
Taiwanese government announced it 
will ban Chinese doctors engaged in 
such brokering from visiting Taiwan. 

“If somebody actually knows that 
the source of the organ has been killed 
for the organ and they go ahead and 
buy the organ anyway, and set up the 
deal, I think they’re an accessory to 
murder,” Mr. Matas commented on 
the seriousness of the issue.

“This [bill] is not political. It’s 
about human rights and the hor-
rific commerce of people’s body 
parts that exists. It’s real, we’ve got 
the reports. We need to make sure 
we’re not complicit in this,” said Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj.
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MP re-introduces bill to 
curb ‘horrific’ organ trade 

Celebration was in the air on Parliament Hill Wednesday as Falun Gong practitioners and supporters 
gathered to mark the 17th anniversary of the introduction of the meditation practice to the public on May 
13, 1992. Samira Bouaou/Epoch Times

Falun Gong supporters 
celebrate 17th anniversary

Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj. The Epoch Times
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VANCOUVER (Reuters)—

British Columbia Premier Gordon 
Campbell’s Liberal Party won re-
election on Tuesday in a vote that 
will also preserve North America’s 
first comprehensive carbon tax.

The right-of-center Liber-
als, who have held power since 
2001, defeated the left-leaning 
New Democrats, who had vowed 
to abolish the tax introduced 
by Campbell last year to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions linked 
to global warming.

It marks the third time Campbell 
has won election with a majority 
government, with local media out-
lets showing the Liberal elected or 
leading in races for 48 seats in the 
provincial legislature, compared 
to 37 for the New Democrats.

Campbell told supporters the 
vote sends a message to politicians 
in other areas worried about en-
acting controversial environmen-

tal measures such as a carbon tax 
“that it can be done, and it must be 

done.”
The Liberals also benefited 

from voter concern over the weak 
economy, which NDP leader Car-
ole James acknowledged after the 
vote had hurt her party.

The 28-day election campaign 
had been relatively bland, and at 
times was overshadowed for the 

public’s attention by the National 
Hockey League playoffs, which 
until Monday had included the 
Vancouver Canucks.

The carbon tax launched last 
year applies to nearly all fossil fu-
els, including gasoline and home 
heating fuel, starting at $10 per 
tonne of carbon emissions in 2008 
and increasing by $5 a tonne annu-
ally for four years.

The NDP said the tax was un-
fair to the poor and rural commu-
nities, but its vow to scrap the levy 
was denounced during the election 
by major environmental groups 
that have traditionally supported 
the party.

Voters also defeated a measure 
that would have introduced an 
Irish-style vote-splitting system 
instead of the first-past-the-post 
system now used in all Canadian 
provinces and U.S. states, accord-
ing to media projections.

British Columbia re-elects Liberal 
government

The Liberals also benefited 
from voter concern over 

the weak economy, which 
NDP leader Carole James 

acknowledged after the 
vote had hurt her party.


