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Vancouver hosts the world
games continued from P1
It’s a circus, but without the dancing 
elephants and car-pooling clowns. 
These five rings move like the gears of 
a clock, ticking away hundredths of a 
second that separate bronze from gold, 
ticks that measure fractions of a point 
where dreams are made or broken.

Plagued by tales of corrupt officials 
and doped-up athletes, media cover-
age before the Games has explored 
the dark underbelly, but as Vancou-
ver 2010 begins, the sunny face of 
this global celebration is impossible 
to ignore. 

Canadians are lining the streets as 
the torch winds its way around the 
Lower Mainland to its final destina-
tion, and there is a feeling here that for 
the next few weeks, something is hap-
pening that belongs to all Canadians, 
something that we can all embrace.

This is not Beijing, where there 
were legitimate concerns that the 
Olympics were being used to validate 
a ruthless regime. This is Vancouver, a 
city where you can enjoy warm ocean 
breezes and look at snow-capped 
mountains. As the Olympics begin, 
it seems more and more like the city 
was made for this.

Mild weather has made the city more 
welcoming for visitors and also cre-
ated drama as helicopters have joined 
the battle to bring snow to Cypress 
from mountains hours away. But even 
though Cypress is just a few tracks of 
snow surrounded by grassy hills, ath-
letes have tried the courses and given 
them hearty endorsements.

For those in the media, covering 
the Olympics is like being spoon-fed 
a chocolate sunday. You show up and 
you get a backpack full of treats, in-
cluding a pedometer to track your trav-
els. You sit down to work in a media 
centre flanked by a food court of help 
desks on either side ready to answer 
questions, fix your camera, or give you 
directions for the media-only bus sys-
tem that carts reporters around to the 
venues. 

And just to be safe, there’s a real 
food court in the building too, com-
plete with a McDonald’s that we get a 
coupon for in our backpack.

For those wandering the streets and 
taking in the sights, there is a lot to 

do beyond attending the actual com-
petitions. And for those who do have 
tickets, VANOC (Vancouver Organiz-
ing Committee) is working to make 
sure they are used, harassing corpo-
rate sponsors to return unused tick-
ets and setting up an official website 
where ticketholders can resell tickets 
that they can't use—and buyers are 
guaranteed they are the real deal.

VANOC chief executive John Fur-
long told reporters on Tuesday that 
the 2010 Olympics is about Canada, 
not about Vancouver alone. It is why 
the symbol of the Games is an In-
nuit inukshuk representing northern 
native peoples, and every province 
and territory has a pavilion to show 
itself off and attract tourists and 
investors.

“We are telling a great and whole Ca-
nadian story through the Olympics 
and Paralympics,” Furlong said.

The torch toured within an hour’s 
reach of 90 percent of the country, 
he said. Fortunately for Furlong, 90 
percent of Canadians live not much 
more than an hour from the U.S. 
border, which makes the circuitous 
route the torch took look a lot more 
complicated than it needed to be. But 
then again, it never would have made 
it to the northern territories if this 
was only about the numbers.

But in a certain way, numbers have 
dominated the Games. Construction 
began during an economic boom that 
made materials and labour especially 
expensive. Luckily for Vancouver, the 
Games have had the support of the 
whole country, part of VANOC’s 
strategy.

The Games couldn't be just about 
Vancouver, explained Dave Cobb, 
VANOC's deputy CEO and VP of 
marketing. That's because, like 
most Canadians, most of Canada's 
businesses—and money—are in 
southern Ontario.

As Vancouver stands poised to step 
onto the world stage in a way it never 
has before, the words “once in a life-
time opportunity” are tossed around 
frequently by politicians and VANOC 
officials. This is Vancouver's chance 
to attract investors and visitors, and 
with the economy still struggling, it 
couldn't have come at a better time.

'What Canadians really want is gold'
gold continued from P1

“We have never been able to do 
that.”

Own the Podium is in part a re-
sponse to the fact that Canada has 
never won gold when hosting the 
Games. In Montreal in 1976 and Cal-
gary in 1998, Canada left like a lonely 
bridesmaid.

Gary Lunn, Canada's Minister of 
State for Sport, has promised that the 
program will continue, no longer sub-
ject to the five-year sunset clause that 
is about to end.

“We are behind our athletes every 
step of the way.” he said.

That attitude, despite denials that 
future funding will hinge on athletes' 
accomplishments in the weeks ahead, 
has in part come about because of 
the success the program has already 
shown. If the Games play out at all 
like the various 2009 world champi-
onships in Olympic sports, Canada 
just might “own” the countries it is 
competing against. Last year Canada 

took 29 medals compared to 28 for 
the U.S. and 27 for Germany, and that 
included a U.S. medal in women's ski 
jumping which is not in this year's 
Olympics.

Chris Rudge, CEO of the Canadian 
Olympic Committee, says Canada's 
Olympians have finally been given 
the tools to do the job, and he wasn't 
shy about touting the success of the 
program.

“We've accomplished in Canada 
what Australia did in 20 years, in a 
very short period of time.”

This time around, he said, Cana-
dians would not be going into the 
Games believing someone else's pro-
gram is better, or that other athletes 
had more support.

He said Canadian athletes are “as 
well prepared as anybody.... We've 
given everything but an excuse.”

“Canada will field the strongest 
Canadian team in our history,” an-
nounced VANOC's VP Andrea Shaw.

VANOC has been careful to poll 

Canadians and find out what would 
make the Games a success in their 
eyes. While hosting a successful 
games and making new friends is 
important, the committee found that 
what Canadians really want is gold.

With the help of 17 university pro-
grams across the country, working out 
the best clothing, training, and equip-
ment, Canadian athletes will have a 
better chance to shave off the tenths 
of a second needed to go from runner 
up to ruling athlete.

Last time around in Turin, Italy, 
Germany owned the medal count, tak-
ing home 29 medals, 11 of them gold. 
Canada came in third in the medal 
count with 24, after America’s 25, but 
tied fifth for gold medals.

When a German reporter at the 
Tuesday press conference asked Lunn 
what kind of medal count Canada 
wanted this time around, he said with 
a smile: “We want to win more med-
als than Germany... We just hope we 
have more medals than you.”

GOING FOR GOLD: Gary Lunn, Canada's Minister of State for Sport, told a German 
reporter at a press conference about Own The Podium on Tuesday that Canada 
wanted to beat Germany in the medal count. MATTHEW LITTLE/THE EPOCH TIMES
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VANCOUVER—The International 
Olympic Committee has suspended 
Kun-Hee Lee of South Korea from 
sitting on any IOC commission for 
five years and publicly reprimanded 
the billionaire businessman.

Mark Adams, the IOC's direc-
tor of communications, said Lee 

“tarnished the reputation of the 
Olympic movement” when announc-
ing the suspension at a press confer-
ence in Vancouver on Sunday.

Lee had been suspended for 18 
months before Sunday’s decision. 
But the reprimand and suspension 
came with the news that he would 
be reinstated as a full member of 
the IOC, which is seen as a boost to 
South Korea's long-term efforts to 

host the games. It is currently bid-
ding against Germany and France 
for the 2018 Winter Games.

The former chairman of Sam-
sung Electronics, Lee was embroiled 
in a scandal over a Samsung slush 
fund used to bribe influential po-
litical and judicial figures in South 
Korea. He gave up his IOC rights 
after being indicted for tax evasion 
in 2008. Last year, however, he 

was pardoned by the South Korean 
government.

During the press conference 
at the Vancouver Olympics main 
media centre at Canada Place in 
downtown Vancouver, a reporter 
asked how the IOC could combat 
concerns about corruption while 
permitting Lee to maintain his 
membership.

Adams said the reprimand and 
ban from sitting on any IOC com-
mission were among the toughest 
measures taken against an IOC 
member.

Former Samsung Chair Suspended from IOC
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VANCOUVER—With one of the 
strongest groups of skiers in the 
Vancouver Olympics, the U.S. team 
is geared up for gold and not wast-
ing any time thinking about a lack of 
snow on Cypress Mountain.

“I think the Americans have a re-
ally great chance, and I just hope to 
be a part of that,” Shannon Bahrke, 
the current U.S. freestyle champion, 
told reporters in Vancouver on Mon-
day. She took silver in Salt Lake City 
in 2002.

The media has made much of Cy-
press Mountain's distressing lack 
of snow after the warmest January 
on record with video footage show-
ing helicopters hauling the precious 
white stuff. But when the team was 
asked if they were concerned, the an-
swer was a resounding no.

“What concerns? There is snow on 
the course and the snow is going to 
be really good. The course is going to 
be awesome and I am sure it is going 
to be a great event,” added freestyle 
skier Patrick Deneen.

Heather McPhie, who finished sec-
ond at the World Cup event at Deer 
Valley, Utah, in January, went on to 
say that this was par for the course 
in their sport.

“We'll all be in the same boat. We've 

all gotten really used to all sorts of 
weather conditions. This is an out-
door sport. We've skied in rain, we've 
skied in tons of snow, we've skied in 
hot weather, cold weather, so we're 
ready for it,” she said.

Bahrke said the focus on the issue 
was more to do with the media's rela-
tive ignorance of competition condi-
tions than any danger it posed to the 
games.

“I think for you guys, you come 
here to this event and it is so new 
to you because you see that there is 
no snow up there and that is really 
a concern, but us, everywhere we go 

is different, everyday can be differ-
ent. For us, that is just part of the 
game.”

“In Italy, we literally skied on a pile 
of snow on a dirt hill so this is al-
ready an improvement over that and 
if we lose training days, so do our 
competitors. So it's just about the 
last concern we have right now,” said 
Hannah Kearney, the top ranked 
mogul skier in the world last year.

The U.S. was the first to try the 
course at Cypress later that day. After 
taking a run, Kearney confirmed her 
earlier statement.

“It was great. We had lowered our 

expectations after hearing about all 
the problems with the snow, but it's 
absolutely fine. The course feels new, 
but it will get better after more peo-
ple ski on it.”

Later that day, IOC President 
Jacques Rogge also faced questions 
about snow conditions on Cypress 
for the freestyle and snowboard 
competitions.

He said there was nothing to 
worry about.

The other members of the U.S. 
freestyle moguls team are Bryon 
Wilson, Michelle Roark, Nate Rob-
erts, and Michael Morse.

Snow fears overblown, say U.S. skiers

NOT WORRIED: U.S. freestyle skiers Shannon Bahrke and Patrick Deneed told reporters the snow conditions on Cypress 
were just fine. MATTHEW LITTLE / THE EPOCH TIMES 


