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Ukraine runoff elections down to two arch rivals

Candidates using any
possible means to win

By ANDREY VOLKOV
Epoch Times Staff

KYIV, Ukraine—During the three-
week window of time between elec-
tion rounds in Ukraine, the two
remaining candidates for the presi-
dency are doing everything possible
to assure their own final victory.

In a campaign marked by vicious
mud-slinging, the battle between
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko
and opposition leader Viktor Yanu-
kovych is mainly to pick up voters
whose first-round election choice
was eliminated.

This represents more than 37 per-
cent of the vote. In the first round on
Jan. 17, Yanukovych pulled in 35 per-
cent of the vote, 10 points ahead of
his main rival, Tymoshenko. Eigh-
teen candidates ran in the January
poll; the Feb. 7 runoff is a contest
of two.

Tymoshenko's strategy is to pull
over to her side candidates who
dropped out after the first round,
among them Sergei Tigipko, who
took third place in the vote at 13
percent. Ms. Tymoshenko has re-
peatedly promised him the post
of prime minister if she wins the
presidency.

While Tigipko has not refused the
offer, he has stated that he does not
want to support any one candidate

and is ready to cooperate with any
president.

The fourth place vote-getter, Ar-
seniy Yatsenyuk, has called upon
politicians not to "bargain."

Yanukovych's strategy is more re-
strained. He is relying on the citi-
zens' choice to secure his political
future, trying to change the elec-
toral law.

Current President Viktor Yush-
chenko, hero of the Orange Revo-
lution, who has also not declared
his support for either candidate,
considers neither choice a boon for
democracy.

"Those citizens who share dem-
ocratic values and prospects, they
have no choice in the second round,"
said Yushchenko in a statement.

Yushchenko failed in the first
round of voting and thus so did
his Orange Revolution. He did not
manage to implement democratic
reforms in the country or improve
the quality peoples' lives. "He is an
ideologist," said political scientist
Alexei Garan.

A BITTER BATTLE
The campaign waged between the
two candidates has been anything
but calm. Each has been slinging
dirt at the other through the news-
papers and on television.

Tymoshenko has attacked

BITTER: Political rivals Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko (R) and opposition leader Viktor Yanukovych (L), are fighting out a
bitter battle for the Ukrainian presidency to be decided on Feb. 7. AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Yanukovych's character, calling him
pro-Russian and claiming that he

will not do anything for Ukraine be-

cause what can a prisoner do? Both
Yanukovych and Tymoshenko have
served prison terms.

Yanukovych has called Tymosh-

enko a liar who has done nothing for
Ukraine over the last five years but
make promises and more promises.
He blames her for not carrying out
the budget, and because of that, the

country does not have the money to
pay any loans or pensions.

Last Friday, at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland, some
participants reportedly watched the
film "Mr. and Mrs. Smith"—about a
married couple who are both assas-
sins, each hired to kill the other—
and compared the Tymoshenko and
Yanukovych fight to the film.

"There is no trust between the two
candidates," said Ivan Zajac, deputy

from the Ukrainian People's Party.
Now, both camps are trying to
make changes to the electoral law in
the final few days before the vote.
At an unscheduled session of Par-
liament last Thursday, members
from both parties proposed compet-
ing amendments to electoral legisla-
tion. Opposition members cheered,
but Tymoshenko's party members
were disappointed with the results.
More than half the members

present voted in favour of an oppo-
sition bill to remove from the current
law a rule under which the territorial
electoral commission is considered
as legal if it has a quorum at least of
two-thirds of its membership.

The opposition believes that Ty-
moshenko's team wants to use the
rule to disrupt the normal work of
the electoral commission on Elec-
tion Day by withdrawing its mem-
bers from the commission.

At the same time, a bill proposed
by Tymoshenko's party was not ad-
opted. Her members insisted on add-
ing an amendment to the current
law stipulating that 'home voting'—
the practice of applying to vote from
home if you're medically unable to
make it to a polling station—should
only be allowed if the voter gets a
medical certificate.

They believe that the status quo,
of no certificate required, will be ex-
ploited by Yanukovych's team to push
the voting results in his favour.

According to the international ob-
servers, the 'home-voting' mecha-
nism was used to commit mass
voter fraud during the 2004 elec-
tions that led to a Supreme Court-
ordered re-vote and eventually the
Orange Revolution.

Parliament members are now of-
ficially on vacation. However, the
opposition insisted that an extraor-
dinary session of Parliament be con-
vened this coming Wednesday to re-
solve the issue on the spot. This will
be a tall order since in Ukraine, any
law or amendment is normally hard
to pass. And for an electoral law, in
particular, officially they should be
made one year before a vote.

Australia’s population boom threatens quality of life

AUSTRALIA CONTINUED FROM P1
According to social demographer
Bernard Salt, 443,000 people are
being added to the Australian con-
tinent every year.

“We have upped the birth rate. Gen-
eration X is producing about 50,000
more babies per year now than we
did in the year 2000 and the level of
overseas migration has skyrocketed
from an average of about 100,000
per year in the 1990s to around
240,000 now,” he told the ABC.

Australia now has the fastest
population growth in the developed
world, surpassing that of the U.S.
and the United Kingdom, and even
many developing countries includ-
ing Indonesia and China.

It is estimated that Brisbane and
Perth will double their population
size to 4 million and 3.5 million re-
spectively, while Sydney and Mel-
bourne are expected to near 7 mil-
lion by 2049.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd fa-
vours strong population growth.

“I have said before that I believe
in a big Australia,” he told a busi-
ness forum last year. “This is good
for our national security, good for
our long-term prosperity, and good
in enhancing our role in the region
and the world.”

Mr. Rudd, however, admits it will
be challenging.

“These challenges underscore
the need for national leadership in
planning the future of our cities,”
he said.

OVERLOADING AUSTRALIA
Mark O’Connor, co-author of “Over-
loading Australia,” says Australia is
not equipped geographically to cope
with further population growth and
the government is talking it up to
excite business.

He argues that the erratic water
supply, a shortage of arable land,
and the lack of infrastructure can-
not support large populations.

The 5 percent cut in carbon emis-
sions, proposed in the government’s
Emissions Trading Scheme, does
not factor in population growth, he
adds.

“If the Rudd government does not
change course, even painful per cap-
ita [carbon] cuts will deliver no overall
cuts, but an increase,” he wrote in
The Sydney Morning Herald.

Australian businessman Dick
Smith is opposed to population
growth and says Australia should
cut its skilled migration intake and
encourage people to have fewer
children.

“Our politicians are completely let-
ting the Australian public down,” he
said. “Nine out of 10 Aussies don’t
want 40 million people here, but
there’s no discussion, there’s no
debate.”

Former New South Wales Premier
Bob Carr, a long-time opponent of
population growth, says he is re-
signed to the fact Australia cannot
close its borders. He believes it is not
so much the numbers, but the rate
at which the population grows that
will determine how Australia copes

in the future.

“There’s no argument that we're
going to have a strong, robust im-
migration policy. It is the rate of im-
migration that is now the issue that
faces us,” he said on ABC’s Lateline.

“And I am very worried about that. I
don’t think we’ve got the carrying
capacity. I think our cities can cope;
I think there are robust plans in place
in Sydney and Melbourne. Higher
densities and urban sprawl will be
part of it though; that’s unavoidable.
And I think Australians ought to be
appreciating that the argument over
the quality of our urban life begins
with the rate of population increase,
the rate of immigration.”

Former Victorian Premier Steve
Bracks, however, is upbeat. He says
population growth is unavoidable
and while it will be challenging, “a
challenge is an opportunity as well.”

“We can’t close our borders. We can't
say to the rest of the world: ‘Whatever
happens there is not going to happen
in Australia. We will have population
increase,” he told the ABC.

It is the responsibility of legislators,
business, industry, and community
to make sure that the increase in pop-
ulation is provided for, he says.

“And there will be opportunities
there. Greater density will mean that
certain public options become viable;
better public transport’s viable ... so
there’s all sorts of ways that we can
deal with this. But closing our minds
and our hearts to people from around
the world is not the way that’s going
to do that,” he added.

Paid news: A cancer in Indian media

INDIAN MEDIA CONTINUED FROM P1
The Indian media has been seen as
sensitive, patriotic, and very much an
influential tool in the socio-political
sphere since the days of the freedom
movement. Mahatma Gandhi, the
father of the Indian nation, initiated
his movement with the moral power
of active journalism. Today, with a
population of a billion, India supports
nearly 70,000 registered newspapers
and over 450 television channels.

The Indian media as a whole
often plays the role of constructive
opposition in Parliament as well as
in various legislative assemblies of
the state. Journalists are, by and large,
honoured and accepted as the moral
guide in Indian society. While news-
papers in Europe and the United
States are losing their readership, In-
dian print media is still going strong
with huge circulation figures.

For a democratic India, the media
continues to be acclaimed as the
fourth important pillar after the ju-
diciary, parliament, and bureaucracy.
But unfortunately, a cancer in the
form of paid news has been taking
hold in the media.

Attendees at the Mumbai aired se-
rious concerns over the trend of the
commercialization of mainstream
media, and the degradation of media
ethics and practices in India. All the
speakers were unanimous that the
media must make changes to main-
tain the public trust.

In his speech, P. Sainath, eminent
journalist and rural affairs editor for
The Hindu, said that in his opinion

For a democratic
India, the media
continues to be
acclaimed as the
fourth important
pillar after the
judiciary, parliament,
and bureaucracy

that the corporatization of the media
world has threatened the existence of
free media.

“The newspaper owners are
greatly influenced by political clout.
The proprietors now grant space
for vivid coverage for the benefit
of their ‘friendly politicians’ in the
newspapers. Furthermore, to enter-
tain their growing demands, many
media groups have even gone for
arranging extra space in this advan-
tageous period,” Sainath said.

Meanwhile, the press council, a
quasi judicial body, has decided to
investigate the issue and has already
set up a committee to examine viola-
tions of the journalistic code of fair
and objective reporting by having
paid news.

Retired Press Council Chairman
Justice GN Ray publicly stated that

a section of Indian media had “in-
dulged in monetary deals with
some politicians and candidates
by publishing their views as news
items and bringing out negative
news items against rival candidates’
during the last election.

Media critic Guha Thakurta, a
member of the press council team,
said in an interview that the commit-
tee had received many complaints
from journalists and that a large
number of newspapers and televi-
sion channels in various languages
had been receiving money for pro-
viding news space and even editori-
als for the benefit of politicians.

Mr. Thakurta claims that the paid
news culture has violated the guide-
lines of the Indian election commis-
sion, which restricts expenditures of
political candidates.

“Amazingly, we have found that
some newspapers even prepared
rate cards for the candidates in the
last few elections. There are differ-
ent rates for positive news coverage,
interviews, editorials, and also put-
ting out damaging reports against
the opponents,” he said.

Despite the extent of the practice,
the Indian election commission
is now taking the issue seriously.
The commission recently asked
the Press Council of India to de-
fine what constitutes paid political
news so that it can adopt guidelines
accordingly.

Nava Thakuria is a freelance jour-
nalist based in Guwahati, northeast
India.
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the children.

URGENT: The children of Haiti need your help

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA WILL MATCH YOUR DONATIONS

Your support is urgently needed. Please give today.

0y OSSOSO et ..
YES! Here’s my gift to help children and their families in Haiti.

Imagine your home crumbling around you. Hospitals in ruins. Children stranded in the chaos.
The people of Haiti are living a nightmare. You can help.

Plan has been on the ground from the first devastating moments after the quake, as we have
been since we began working in Haiti in 1973. And our focus is always on the most vulnerable,

Your gift today will help us focus on recovery efforts. Help children and their families with clean
water, sanitation, food, medical care and shelter. And once the immediate crisis is over, Plan will be
there for the long haul, to help them rebuild.

Name:
Address:
City: Prov.: Postal Code:
o
y The personal information you share with us will be used to process your contribution, provide you with opportunities to help children and communicate
with you about our work. It will not be sold, traded or rented to any other organization. Receipts will be issued for income tax purposes. In the event
p that donations exceed what is required, funds will be used to support similar activities for other children in need in Plan's disaster relief efforts.
'Qﬂ Charitable Registration #: 11892 8993 RR0O001.

Here is my gift of:

[Is100 [ s200

DONATE NOW!

ONLINE

plancanada.ca/Haiti

PHONE
1.800.387.1418

Mail
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|:| Enclosed is my cheque made payable to Plan International Canada Inc.

D Please charge my credit card (preferred)

| authorize Plan to deduct the amount indicated above from my credit card:
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Expiry:

Card #:

uite 1001, Toror

Signature:

My email address:




